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PURPOSE: Motor vehicle incidents present hazardous working conditions for responding fire crews as well as significant fire fighting exposures. Although major roadway incidents can require some special precautions even town streets with vehicle traffic demands the utmost attention to safety details. Proper engine positioning can

provide safety for the operating crews and protection of apparatus.
OBJECTIVE: To identify aspects of vehicle fires that can impact safe crew operations and apparatus placement.

GUIDELINE:
1. First Due Engine
· The officer must determine if the engine can safely respond past an involved vehicle if necessary, keeping in mind an explosion can occur at any time.

· The engine chauffer and officer will work in conjunction with police personnel on scene.

· The engine will be positioned away from traffic flow and the involved vehicle taking into consideration the vehicle can roll, possible failure of vehicle component parts, flammable liquid run off and blowing smoke conditions.
· Ideal placement is 75-100 feet away from the involved vehicle and in an uphill/upwind position.

2. Second Due Engine
· The Second Due Engine should respond to the incident location following in the same direction as the First Due Engine.

· The Second Due Engine will stop well before the involved vehicle in such a way as to protect the operating crews from any other vehicles which may be traveling in the same direction.

· The Second Due Engine will be positioned so that it will not become involved in the incident as a result of hazardous liquid runoff or hazardous smoke.

·  The chauffeur should angle the apparatus in such a way as deflect any out of control vehicle away from the operation.

GUIDELINE (cont.):
· When angling the apparatus, considerations should be made so that the crew may exit the engine in a way that they will be protected from any traffic.

3. Third Due Engine
· The Third Due Engine should make every attempt to approach the incident in the opposite direction than that utilized by the First and Second Due Engines.
· Exceptions to this will be one way streets and major highways, unless directed to do so by the Incident Commander.
· The safety of the crew and civilians will always be considered.
· The Third Due Engine will stop well before the involved vehicle in such a way as to protect the operating crews from any other vehicles which may be traveling in the same direction.

· The Third Due Engine will be positioned so that it will not become involved in the incident as a result of hazardous liquid runoff or hazardous smoke.

·  The chauffeur should angle the apparatus in such a way as deflect any out of control vehicle away from the operation.

· When angling the apparatus, considerations should be made so that the crew may exit the engine in a way that they will be protected from any traffic.
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