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PURPOSE: 
These guidelines are accordance with NWBMA Fast Team Policy.
OBJECTIVES: 
GUIDELINE:   
INTERIOR CREW OPERATIONS: 


Team of three firefighter enter the structure with a secured lifeline deployed, carrying with them primary equipment at the quickest, closest, and safest entry point, based on last known location of lost, missing, injured, trapped, or disoriented firefighter(s). At least one three man crew is staged outside the entry point that the first team took, waiting for confirmation on location.  Once victim is located they will assist with the removal via window, door or breaching.  If further tools are need or assistance with search these members will also assist.

1. Crews: Minimum 1 crew enters building on primary search (3 firefighters optimum) and one back up crew (3 firefighters optimum) should be staged at the entry point.

2. Priorities:

a. Locate down firefighter

b. Establish and maintain air supply.
c. Create a defensible space to protect from fire/hazard if possible.
d. Determine if additional resources are required to extricate.

e. If firefighter can be remove from hazardous situation to a tenable location as quickly as possible.
f. DO NOT ENDANGER MORE LIVES TO EXTRICATE FIREFIGHTER, SEEK ADDITIONAL RESOURCES IF NEEDED.
g. Keep team lead updated on any changes in situation and when firefighter has been located.

GUIDELINE (cont.):
3.  Initial entry Tools: Not limited to the following and to be determined during size-up and planning by FAST Lead and Crews.
· Flash Lights

· Tools ( Irons & Hooks )

· Air Supply ( SCBA w/mask, RIT Pack)

· TIC

· Individual radios

· Any tools deemed necessary by FAST Team for rapid entry and removal
· Search / Guide Rope

4. Search Techniques:

a. Listening for the sound of:

· Pass alarms

· S.C.B.A. bells (Low air alarm)

· Shouts for help

· Tapping sounds
b. Look for evidence: Building structures or locations that were described by the firefighter(s) in distress. Equipment that may have been used by firefighter(s) and will help locate them.  

· locations of ladders

· tools 

· helmets 
5. FIREFIGHTERS  LOCATED:

1. Use caution when approaching a conscious FF. The FF may try to grab your air mask.

2. Locate and reset pass device (may have to be done numerous times with integrated pass systems) if conditions permit to aid in communications with FAST Lead/Liaison. Then reactivate PASS alarm if needed to aid in maintaining location of trapped firefighter.
3. Notify command with the location and condition of the downed FF as well as the environment of area. (If trapped notify Liaison officer. For extrication assistance.

4. Perform an initial victim size-up
· Check breathing. 
·  Check air pressure gauge.
· Identify injuries
5. Devise a strategy/plan to remove the victim safely without further injury and report said plan with a list of tools needed to the exterior crew and liaison.

6. Attempt to drag, carry, and or extricate firefighter(s) to safe position if conditions are deteriorating.

GUIDELINE (cont.):
7. If firefighter(s) must be abandoned temporarily, activate his/her pass alarm, leave a RIT Pack or extra S.C.B.A. and search rope. The search rope should be tied off to a fixed object in the immediate area of the firefighter and should follow the path of access or egress that the FAST Team utilized to find the firefighter. This method will enable additional rescue crews to quickly locate the downed firefighter if the initial crew had to leave. 

8. FAST Crews, if conditions permit, should create as safe and tenable environment for downed firefighters in addition to providing the items listed above.
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