SOG 401.2.1-FAST Team Dispatch and Qualifications
Revision: 3/9/12

[image: image2.jpg]



[image: image1]
PURPOSE: Provide and recommend guidelines on how to dispatch and who will be eligible to respond. This guide is also designed to establish general work procedures, command structure, and certification for FAST Teams. (Although the term R.I.C. and F.A.S.T. are acronyms, the term F.A.S.T. will be used.

These guidelines are accordance with NWBMA Fast Team Policy.

OBJECTIVE: The objective of this SOG is to review terminology used on the fire ground that relates to the FAST Team.
· Layout the dispatch guidelines.

· Describe the crew size and transportation means along with the radio procedures to be utilized when responding.
· Address the minimum requirements and guidelines for the Rapid Intervention Team/Crew (FAST/RIC).

· Establish guidelines for fire department personnel when functioning as a member of FAST/RIC according to the N.F.P.A 1500 Standard. 
TERMINOLOGY: 

· F.A.S.T. = Firefighter Assistance Search Team
· P.A.R. Personnel Accountability Report
· “MAYDAY” a PRIORITY radio message that has absolute precedence. All radio traffic must cease until the priority transmission has been resolved.
· “URGENT” A non-life threatening radio transmission, but does have major significance. All radio traffic must cease until the transmission has been resolved.
· INCIDENT COMMAND (IC) Overall command of scene and all departments related to or active at the scene.
· FAST LIAISON: Senior member/officer that is FAST certified on responding apparatus reports to IC and is in charge of FAST operations.

GUIDELINE:   
1. Dispatch and Response
a. RADIO COMMUNICATIONS WILL FOLLOW THE NWBMA GUIDELINES AND PROCEDURES.
b. ACTIVATION:  For a working structure fire, or for any potentially hazardous situation, a FAST team will be dispatched.  
c. IN-SERVICE TIME: After dispatch you will have 5 minutes to call in service from the time of alarm, if unable to respond within the allotted time, NORCON must be notified immediately.
d. STAFFING OF RESPONDING APPARATUS:
i. Normal staffing: Shall be 6 Fast team qualified personnel (Can include driver if FAST certified)
ii. Minimum staffing: To call in service the minimum staffing shall be 4 qualified members after the time allotted. Must notify NOCRON of manpower numbers. 
iii. Maximum Staffing: The maximum number shall be 10 members.
e. TRANSPORTATION:
i. Apparatus: Rescue 242 will be the primary vehicle.

ii. In the event that 242 is out of service, 241 will be its replacement
iii. No personal vehicles will respond to the scene unless authorized by the Deputy or Department Chief.
2. Radio
a. 
Responding apparatus shall call in service as per the NWBMA Radio Guidelines.  
i. Notify NORCON or WFD fire desk on Fire 1 of your response, with the following information

1. Town and unit number (ex. Wyckoff Rescue 242 to NORCON)

2. The number of qualified FAST members on the crew

3. At this time NORCON will designate the response and operations frequency if none is provided stay on Fire 1.  
4. Prior to arrival contact the IC on response channel and let him know when you are in his town and ask if he has a preferred route or parking area for you on scene

5. Upon arrival responding team notifies NORCON desk that they are on scene on the proper response channel.

3. Qualifications for FAST Team Members
a. Approval Process

i. Any firefighter requesting FAST team member certification needs to be approved by the Chief and Training Officer before going to NWBMA FAST Board for approval.
ii. All FAST team members must the meet minimum requirements determined by the NWBMA. 
iii. All prospective members of the FAST team will have an initial review of qualifications.
GUIDELINE (cont.):
b. Minimum Training:
i. Minimum 3 years fire ground experience. 
ii. Fire 1 certification and currently SCBA qualified. 
iii. Flashover training. 
iv. Successfully complete the FAST team training classes (BCFA) or     equivalent.
v. Successfully completed MASK confidence course.
vi. CPR and Defibrillator certified.
c. CEU’s 
i. Each member will be required to complete 12 CEU’s in 5 years in order to maintain his status as FAST team qualified.
ii. CEU & Suggested in House Training
1. Flash over- 3 points


2. Mask Confidence- 2 points

3. FAST company training classes (BCFA) or equivalent- 4 points

4. CPR & Defibrillator recertification- 1 point

5. Suggested In house training approved by Board- Max. 2/per drill
iii. Suggested In House Training Drills/Classes to Keep Skills Current

1. FAST team drills (includes any drills created by local departments relating to FAST team)
2. Air Management
3. Forcible Entry
4. Mask Confidence
5. Low/reduced profile pack drills
6. Search drills
7. Building construction
8. Fire attack
9. First Aid
10. Radio Communications
11. Fire Ground procedure
12. Incident Command
13. Tools and apparatus review
14. SCBA use and review
15. Get out alive/Ladder escape drills
16. Stokes basket rescues
17. Down firefighter drag and removal
18. Confined Space
19. Interdepartmental drills
20. Rope search techniques
21. List is open for additions and changes as recommended by the FAST Board and the NWBMA Board of Trustees.
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