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PURPOSE:  Ensure the safety of personnel while responding to events while driving in their personnel vehicle Privately Owned Vehicles (POVs).  
OBJECTIVE: To encourage and provide guidelines that promote safe and controlled driving of POV’s while responding to and from the Fire Station, the Emergency Scene or other Fire and Emergency Services events.  
GUIDELINE: 
· The use of a blue warning light is simply a request of right-of-way from other drivers.
· The use of a blue light is permitted only with a valid permit issued by the NJDMV and approved by the Chief of Department.  
· Drivers must drive defensively and be prepared for the unexpected inappropriate actions of others.  
· Members may respond to fire scenes in town in their personal vehicles if all apparatus has already responded, or a qualified apparatus driver does not respond within 10 minutes of an alarm and there is a working fire in progress. 
· Members must obey all “Traffic Rules” and respond in a safe manner parking away from the scene so as to not restrict incoming apparatus or emergency equipment.
· Qualified Rescue personnel may respond to “emergency truck” scenes in town in their personal vehicles if 242 has already responded or if contacted by Officer.
An exception to the above is that members will not respond in their personal vehicles to Route 208.
· Members will also obey instructions from Fire Police.
· Respond with Caution in inclement weather and use extreme caution when visibility is limited or residents/children may be in the areas such as around school zones, crosswalks, heavily populated areas, business districts, playgrounds and places of worship.

Mutual Aid:

· Members will not respond out of town on mutual aid calls in their personal vehicles, unless requested or designated to do so by the Departmental or Deputy Chief.
· The use of a blue light is only permitted within the confines of the Township of Wyckoff.
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