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PURPOSE: The chauffeur of the fire apparatus is one which is paramount in the safety of all personnel responding on that apparatus, operating on the fireground, and the well being of any civilians who may encounter a responding vehicle.  Additionally, proper training and familiarization with the operation of a given apparatus is essential in order for it to be utilized in such a way as to not jeopardize safety.  The moving and operation of fire apparatus requires specialized training specific to its given use.  It is recognized that the operation of any motor vehicle has inherent dangers and awareness, training, and continual reeducation serve as valuable tools in reducing the potential of injury as a result of  its use.
OBJECTIVE: So that employees of the Township of Wyckoff receive the proper education as to how to operate a given piece of apparatus for a given purpose, the following minimum training standards are to be followed.  Adherence to this standard provides the Township with chauffeurs who have all the abilities to operate fire apparatus in a safely
GUIDELINE:
 1.Qualified Driver Operator:

A member that has taken and passed the driver operator course and has proven competency in the functions and mechanics of the vehicle.

Criteria:

(a) Hold a valid drivers license

(b) Have a minimum of three years in the fire service at the completion of the course and has been a member of the Wyckoff Fire Department for a minimum of one year

(c) Approved by the Department Chief and Company Deputy Chief

(d) Taken the class room and practical section of the driver operator course, passed to written exam with a 75% or higher grade and evaluated by his peers in a practical exam.

(e) A transfer member who can demonstrate proficiency in the said piece of apparatus as a result of being a recognized driver with their previous department, may challenge the written exam and practical evaluation with prior approval of Departmental Chief, Company Deputy Chief, and Training Officer.
(f) Completed the driving obstacle course in allotted time.

(g) Driving time behind the wheel with a qualified driver of that apparatus.

         First Vehicle twenty documented hours

         Second and third vehicles- Engine or Rescue five hours, Tower ladder ten hours
2) Engineer:

A member of the Wyckoff Fire Department  that is not qualified to drive apparatus to emergency calls or operate the pump or tower. The member has been approved by the Chief to drive the apparatus for maintenance items ex. fuel. Only the Chief can grant this special exemption. Not intended for joy riding.

Criteria:

(a) hold a valid driver license

(b) minimum of one year of service in the Wyckoff Fire Department

(c) approved by the Department Chief and Company Deputy Chief

(d) taken the class room section of the driving course for starting and moving apparatus

(e) five hours driving time with an officer or approved driver from the Chief

(f) completed the driving obstacle course in allotted time

3) Township Employee with CDL
Criteria:
a) Town employee that holds a valid  CDL shall be permitted to operate apparatus as

             needed for service, road testing or shuttling. 
b) Approved by the Department Chief 

Driving the apparatus is a privilege not a right and status may be revoked at any time.

Training:
(a) All drivers shall participate in a Wyckoff Fire Department approved obstacle course and road test every three years.

(b) Qualified driver / operators shall participate in at least:
a. Pump Operators- demonstrate proficiency in pump operation annually.

b. Tower Operators – one truck drill including setup and flying every two years
c. Rescue Truck – one extrication drill every two years,

(c) Records:
a. Shall be kept in each individual’s personnel record and on the Department electronic files.

b. Records shall include: 
i. Name 
ii. Date
iii. Apparatus unit number

iv. Type of training ie pump operations, flying of truck, obstacle course, etc.

v. The times of obstacle course testing including penalties (done twice)
vi. Instructor’s name.  

Notes: 

(a) anyone not compliant with the training within six months from the date of written notice of non-compliance may be removed from the qualified driver list.

(b) The status of qualified driver/operator and engineer is apparatus specific 
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