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PURPOSE: Motor vehicle incidents present hazardous working conditions for

responding fire crews.  Although major roadway incidents can require some special precautions even town streets with vehicle traffic demands the utmost attention to safety details. Proper positioning can provide safety for the operating crews and protection of apparatus.  Successful emergency scene management starts with the proper positioning of apparatus. 

OBJECTIVE: To identify the preferred placement of rescue truck(s) at motor vehicle accidents.

GUIDELINE:

1. First Due Rescue:

· Crew safety and scene stabilization is most important when deciding placement.

· Both the chauffer and officer, must determine and agree as to how close to position the rescue safely, keeping in mind, fluid leaks and that the vehicle could roll at any time.

· Ideal placement is 50’ to 100’.  Less than 100 feet from the involved vehicle or scene is preferred seeing that the Hurst lines are only 100’ long.

· Position the truck creating a buffer for crew’s safety operating on scene is the number one goal.  Keep in mind that the majority of the extrication tools are located on the driver’s side we should try to avoid forcing crews to work in traffic.

· The chauffer and officer will work in conjunction with police and fire police personnel on scene to ensure safe working conditions.  Block entire roadway if necessary.
· Remember to take an uphill/upwind position.
2. Second Due Rescue Truck

· The Second Due Rescue should respond to the incident location following in the same direction as the First Due.

· When arriving on scene, approach slowly and radio command to see if they will need any tools, equipment or man power off your apparatus.
· In the event they require tools, you should position inside the buffer created by the apparatus and as close as possible to the scene. 

· When no tools are needed, it should position in the buffer to protect the operating crews from any other vehicles which may be traveling in the same direction.

· The Second Due rescue will position so that it will not become involved in the incident as a result of hazardous liquid runoff.

· The chauffeur should angle the apparatus in such a way as to deflect any out of control vehicle away from the operation.
3. Additional Rescue Trucks mutual aid:

· Should the Incident Commander deem it necessary, additional rescue trucks may be called to the scene.

· Placement of these trucks will be under the direction of the Incident Commander or his designee.
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