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PURPOSE: It is the employer’s responsibility to see that employees are protected from hazards on the job, this includes ensuring that the respirators used will consistently provide protection from airborne contaminants. The seal between the facial skin and the sealing surface of the respirator is one of the most important elements in providing this consistent protection. Wearing facial hair that can interfere with facepiece seal violates the OSHA 1910.134 and the use of SCBA. The Wyckoff Fire Department’s position on facial hair to qualify to wear SCBA is outlined below.  
OBJECTIVE: The Wyckoff Fire Department has developed an aggressive Respiratory Protection Program with the primary function being to keep firefighters safe.  The following guideline will combine with the departments policy on qualifications to wear SCBA.

With respect to regulating the use of SCBA for protecting employees with beards, Occupational Safety and Health Standard 29CFR 1910.134(g)(1)(i)(a) contains the statement, ‘The employer shall not permit respirators with tight-fitting facepieces to be worn by employees who have facial hair that comes between the sealing surface of the face piece and the face or that interferes with valve function”. This prohibition applies to any negative or positive pressure personal respiratory protection device of a design relying on the principles of forming a face seal to perform at maximum effectiveness.”
“A beard growing on the face at points where the seal with the respirator is to occur is a

condition that has been shown to prevent a good face seal‘. Thus an employer using an

SCBA to protect an employee with growth of a beard at points where the SCBA face piece

is designed to seal with the face, is violating 29 CFR 1910.134(e)(5)(i). This is so

regardless of what fit test measurement can be obtained.
GUIDELINE:
 

NFPA 1500 -1997, Fire Department Occupational Health and Safety Program - NFPA 1500 clearly states in 5-3.8, "A growth of beard or facial hair at any point where the SCBA facepiece is designed to seal with the face shall be prohibited for members required to use SCBA." 
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